January 10, 1984 LB 56

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Nichol.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Nr. Chairman, nenbers of the Legislature,
at first the amendment does sound sonewhat reasonabl e but |
want to point out to you why it is not reasonable. We
al ready have Sout h Dakota, Colorado, Kansas and M ssouri who
are ahead of us. They have a 21 year ol d drinking age
except for 3.2 beer. Now if we didn't have 3.2 beer in sone
of these other states, it would m kethe problem | ess
conpl ex. We don't have 3.2 beer and these other states do.
They say you can drink at a younger age but with 3.2beer so
we can't hardly wait for every other state because they are
not goi nghto do away with 3.2 beer and they are not going to
change the drinking age probably. So what we say to
ourselves, no, we will sit here and we will sacrifice about
5to 10 lives a year just so we will be with you but we will
never be with you because they are not going to do what we
want themto do. So it is an inpossible amendnent that is
bei ng offered. Senator Wsely said let' s wait, let' swait,
let's wait. A few years ago we had a bong bill jn here
having to do with drug paraphernalia. It didn't solve all
of the problens, of course, but we heard at that tine, let' -«
wait, let'swait. QGhers said it is unconstitutional, let' s
not do it, but this Legislature was the |eader in the nation
and that bill was sound then. It is sound now. It has gone
through the SupreaeCourt of the United States and it is
still sound and we werea |eaderin that group and nany
ot her states have adopted what we did at that time. We can
sit back and say, well, we are going to |l ose a few bucks, we
are going to lose one driver a year going to | owa and back
but we will still sacrifice between 5 and 10 so that we can
protect that one. It isn't reasonable to adopt this
anendnent, if we aregoing to have a bill. Let's just
repeal it, let's just kill the bill if we are going to do
this because it does the sane thing and we will wait forever
for lowa and the rest that have 3.2 beer. They will never
doit. So | urge you to defeat the Wsely anmendnent.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Sieck.

SENATOR SIECK: Nr. President, nenbers of the body, I, too,
support the Wesely anendnent and | think you will notice
that | voted aye for 99 years. | did this because in the

paper here it says 90% of the accidents are caused by
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